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rhe  name  and  Itc  origin. 


The  first  American  progenitor  of  the  VieClew  family  was  an 
immigrant  from  Scotland,  named  Thomas  wicClumpiky  or  ivicClumpha,  since 
both  spellings  are  found  In  the  old  recroda  pertaining  to  him,  it 
was  Thomaa^Moulumply *  a  son,  who  was  the  first  to  adopt  the  name 
McClue  or  Mculew  insofar  aa  i  can  discover.  «hy  he  did  thte  one  can 
only  surmise,  whether  it  was  by  court  action  ox*  without,  we  do  not 
know.  However,  the  probabilities  are  that  he  took  no  legal  atepa  to 
make  the  change,  it  is  more  reasonable  to  .suppose  that  his  being  in 
all  probability  illiterate  or  semi-illi  terate ,  as  ware  ao  man'/  cf 
his  contemporaries  of  the  frontier  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  besides 
speaking  a  modified  or  Anglicized  Gallic  or  broad  Scotch,  as  he  did, 
made  it  difficult  fox'*  him  to  pronounce  his  name  so  that  the  ingliah 
ear  could  catch  it  distinctly.  Moreover,  the  chances  are  that  if  he 
could  write  at  all,  which  is  doubtful,  there  was  as  much  uncertainty 
about  the  wav  to  spell  it  as  about  its  sound  when  kcGlumply  uttered 
it.  bo  it  came  about  naturally  that  the  dipt  form,  mcClu.©,  came 
into  use.  At  any  event,  whether  our  explanations  ire  correct  or  not* 
that  was  the  name  David  MeClmnply  went  by  in  iiiagra  County,  flew  York,, 
and  which  was  given  to  his  children. 


Very  little  is  now  known  about  Thomas  iloClusaply ,  except  the  brief 
record  found  in  the  published  materials  of  the  1790  Census,  the  «?i» 

York  State  accounts  of  x’he  Revolutionary  War ,  and  certain  fragmentary 
facts  handed  down  thru  family  tradition.  «ot  even  the  date  of  his 
arrival  in  America  is  availkkle.  It  was  most  certainly  sometime  ante* 
dating  the  Revolution;  moat  probably  subsequent  to  1760.  w«  do  know 
that  he  came  from  the  Scottish  Highlands,  u the r  UcClumplys ,  living  in 
the  Highlands,  were  known  to  the  dew  York  McC lues  some  three  generations 
ago,  for  they  carried  on  correspondence  with  some  of  them,  and  1  be¬ 
lieve  at  least  one  AicClumply  visited  them  from  Scotland  sometime  in 
the  last  half  of  the  Nineteenth  Century.  Altho*  I  do  not  know  the 
exact  locality  whence  came  the  i  cClumplya  in  ocotland,  it  is  pretty 
certain  that  they  were  originally  of  the  hacCregor  clan.  The  habitat 
of  the  ikacGregors  was  the  Trossach  mountain  country  about  Lochs  Lornand 
and  Katrine.  Thus,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  k.cClumplys  came  from 
somewhere  in  that  region.  They  doubtless  cane  by  their  name  when  the 
kacGregor  clan  was  outlawed  tw 
and  more  years  ago.  IT  any  clan; 
ties  as  kacGregors  took  other b 
ancestors  must,  have  taken  the  i 
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Bat  what  little  i  do  know  or  can  find  out  will  he  set  down  in  the  follow- 
ing  pages  for  the  benefit  of  succeeding^  generations,  if,  perohanoe,  they 
shall  oare  to  learn  about  their  ancestors. 

II 

Thomas  MaGlumply  of  Fonda,  flew  York. 

The  moat  authentic  recorded  data  concerning  our  great,  great  grand¬ 
father  of  which  1  have  any  knowledge  are  the  meager  facts  found  in  the 
reports  of  the  first  Federal  Census  taken  in  1790.  The  entry*  like  all 
others,  is  too  brief  to  gratify  one’s  curiosity.  However,  such  as  it  is, 
it  is  invaluable,  in  substance  it  runs  as  follows:  Thomas  McClumply 
head  of  family,  Town  of  Mohawk,  Montgomery  County,  Hew  xork.  Z  free 
white  males  16  years  and  over,  including  head  of  family.  Three  free 
white  females,  including  head  of  family.  Kxcept  for  a  note  referring 
to  this  and  a  number  of  other  entries  saying  that  the  remainder  of  the 
record  was  illegible,  that  is  all.  une  wonders  if  the  illegible  part 
contained  anything  more  about  the  family  that  was  important.  We  know 
there  were  members  of  the  family  besides  those  mentioned  in  the  legible 
part  of  the  record,  but  how  many  is  unknown  at  this  late  date. 

The  family  may  not  have  been  completed  at  the  time  of  the  census, 
and  there  may  have  been  several  younger  children  born  after  1790.  This 
question  naturally  arises  in  connection  with  the  faot  that  the  McClumply 
name  continued  to  persist  in  the  Mohawk  Valley  down  to  the  present, 
century,  ^inee  there  was  only  one  McClumply  family  recorded  in  all 
United  States  by  that  census,  we  may  confidently  assume  that  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  name  in  that  region  was  due  to  the  descendants  of  Thomas 
McClumply.  The  census  *  to  be  iure,  mentions  one  son,  and  perhaps  the 
name  was  perpetuated  thru  his  sons  alone.  There  was  a  second  son,  our 
great  grandfather,  David  MeGlue,  unmentioned  In  the  1790  enumeration  as 
we  have  it,  altho*  he  was  then  a  boy  of  eleven  years.  Hut  David  did  not 
remain  the  Mohawk  Valley  nor  did  any  of  his  sons  ever  live  there.  Bo 
when  we  still  find  the  name  there  a  hundred  years  later,  it  must  have 
come  from  some  other  son  or  sons  of  the  original  progenitor  of  the  family, 
in  so  far  as  tradition  goes  we  are  told  only  of  one  other  son  of  that 
original  family  besides  our  great  grandfather,  David.  That  is  the  one 

referred  to  in  the  census.  His  name  was  Robert,  -o  the  matter  rests. 

* 

The  evidence  that  the  McClumply  name  survived  until  about  a  half 
century  ago  in  that  region  comes  from  a  man  who  knew  some  of  the  family 
as  well  as  the  Mo Glue s  of  Hlagra  County,  Hew  York  and  Indiana.  The  man 
was  a  certain  Peter  Bovee »  who  came  from  York  to  Angola,  Indiana,  in 
1915.  »thile  in  the  latter  place  Maurice  MeCiew  made  hie  acquaintance* 
and  got  the  information  at  first  hand  from  him.  This,  Maurice  has  passed 
on  to  me.  ovee  has  at  one  time  worked  for  Grandfather  MoGiue  and  had 
also  lived  in  the  Mohawk  Valley.  He  said  that  he  knew  a  McClumply  who 
kept  store  in  one  of  the  Valley  towns  which  he  named,  but  which  Maurice 
no  longer  recalls.  Bovee  was  certain  the  MeGlumplys  were  related  to  the 
McClues  because,  said  he,  they  look  alike. 


' 


. 

. 


Tha  only  othar  specific  knowledge  of  the  Fonda  M-eClumplya  has  b  an 
paBsad  do’^n  from  tha  lips  of  Mnry  Campbell,  daughter  of  Haney  McClue  mo* 
Collum,  oar  grandfather's  youngest  sister,  Mary  lived  at  iiewfana,  A  a  vs 
York,  and  kept  in  touch  with  many  of  nar  kinfolk,  several  decades  ago 
now,  according  to  her  statement,  a  Airs.  Kuth  Sorter  was  living  at 
Madison,  south  Dakota,  who  was  a  Fonda  McCiumply, 

From  the  records  cf  Hew  fork  in  The  devolution  we  find  that  Thomas' 
McClumpha,  as  it  is  there  spelled,  was  a  soldier,  {See  hew  fork  m  The 
revolution  as  Colony  and  State.)  Albany,  £<i  *  Y .  1304.  Pp  ISO  ,415 .  T~~ 
According  to- these  records,  he  was  enrolled  as  a  private  in  the  fryon 
County  Militia,  Third  Kegiment  which  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Fredrick 
Fisher,  {Colonel  Fredrick  Visseher)  and  l»t.  colonel  Voikert  Veeder* 

From  the  roster  ind  payrolls  of  this  organization  which  are  preserved 
in  the  New  York  archives,  the  regiment  consisted  of  74  officers  and  684 
enlisted  men,  among  'whom  Thomas  McClumpha’s  name  appears, 

Some  explanation  of  the  changes  in  New  fork's  political  subdivisions 
and  nomenclature  ire  necessary  in  order  that  one  may  understand  about 
Tyron  County  which  no  longer  exists.  However,  at  the  time  of  The 
devolution  it  was  an  important  political  unit,  in  1683  £Aew  fork  Colony 
was  legally  divided  into  twelve  counties.  West  of  the  Hudson  were 
Ulster,  orange  and  part,  of  Albany  counties,  ■‘•he  latter  included  parts 
of  what  are  now  dcnssalares  and  .<yck,  sa  well  as  the  towns  of  Albany 
and  bohenecta&y.  until  1778,  Albany  County  extended  to  the  vesteynmost 
limits  of  the  Province.  However,  in  that  year  a  new  county  called  Tyron 
after  the  name  of  the  Governor  of  the  Province  was  created. 


This  newly  formed  county  was  than  defined  as  all  the  Province  was t 
of  the  north  anu  south  line  of  the  Schoharie  diver,  a  stream  flowing 
north  and  into  the  Mohawk  some  twenty  miles  above  the  town  of  ochenectady 
and  about  five  or  six  miles  below  the  village  of  Fonda,  it  .vas  estimated 
that  there  were  about  lvj,0G0  settlers  in  this  frontier  county  in  1779, 
Eventually,  in  the  course  of  time,  as  population  grew,  this  county  was 
split  up  into  the  numerous  counties  now  found  west  of  the  Hudson  in  the 
State  of  Hew  lork.  one  of  the  easternmost  counties  carved  out  ot  Tyron 
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dwelt  in  or  tmmo&l  \fely  about  the  settlement,  known  as  Cunghnawaga , 
lit  *c  called  Fonda,  after  the  name  of  a  prominent  family  of  the  local 
Other  members  of  t.Vie  regiment  lived  in  the  valley  east  and  west  of 
Cunghnawaga . 
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This  map  shews  the  location  of  many  of  the  homes  and  firms  toads  along 
the  mohawk  which  were  iestroyed  in  the  *^ohn  Johnson  raid  ol  1780 ♦ 

This  half-breed  son  of  ^ir  «illiam  wohnson  by  his  Indian  wife,  a  sister 
of  the  uohawk  chieftain,  Slant ,  commanding  British  >nd  Indian  soldiers 


made  one  of  his  famous  ’V Az  along  the  Volley 


*  u 


you. 


md 


f snerally 


laid  it  in  waste.  Many  fo  the  sites  *  des t? >/ed  homesteads  as  shown 
on  the  map  were  those  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Third  Tyron 
regiment.  »hlle  the  homestead  of  Thomas  McClumply,  which  was  at  or  near 
the  village  of  Cunghnawaga ,  i3  not  among  those  identified  by  this  map, 
he,  nevertheless,  may  have  suffered,  the  loss  of  his  home  as  did  so  many 
in  that  locality.  Af  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  escape,  it  was  by  mere 
chance,  for  the  area  was  the  / ~ry  center  of.  the  awful  ievas tution  wrough 
in  the  iv.ohawk  Valley  by  the  several  raids  made  bv  the  ritish  and  Indian 
between  1777  and  1730. 


Cunghnawaga  wan  one  of  Johnson’s  particular  objects  of  v  iganee  in 
the  1730  rail.  ne  sent  a  detachment  of  English  troops  under  Captain 
Dune  in  across  the  Mohawk  from  the  south  bank'  along  which  the  raiders 
were  marching  to  burn  the  church  at  Cunghnawaga  which  his  own  father, 

Sir  William  Johnson,  had  probably  ouilt  .or  the  community  in  1763.  on 
that  raid,  it  is  said,  there  was  wholesale  destruction  of  all  homes,  and 
property  except  that  of  a  few  British  loyalists.  ->i£iee  his  own  village 
and  neighborhood  were  put  to  the  torch,  it  is  not  probable  that  Thomas 
McClumply  escaped  with  his  homo  intact. 


Of  his  career  as  a  soldier  in  The  Revolution,  we  hive  no  knowledge 
whatever  except  the  fact  of  his  membership  in  the  Third  Tyron  County 
regiment,  how  much  actual  service  he  sav-  is  a  matter  for  speculation. 
That  he  saw  some  is  certain,  for  his  name  appears  on  the  ‘‘pay-books*  of 
the  regiment,  one  may  reasonably  infer  that  be  really  saw  a  great  deal 


servi oe . 


.'he  circumstances  suggest  it,  for  there  was  no  not  ter  s 


or  one  that  suffered  more  anywhere  In  the  Colonies  during  those  times 
that  tried  men's  souls  than  that  part  of  the  konawk  Valley  where  he  a ,ve l 
The  British  and  Indian  raids  made  of  it  a  charred  ana  bloody  ground 
indeed  again  and  again.  fv-ry  able-bodied  man  of  the  Vai Ley  way  called 
upon  to  fight  in  defense  of  his  homo  and  fireside  against  a  treacherous 


foe  and  heavy  odds,  «-his  docs  not  s,u?t«s t 
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continually  under  arms  for  several  years,  si ana  It  whs  not  the  common 
practice  to  keep  hew  fork  militiamen  on  duty  for  length/  periods  at  my 
time  during  .'he  Revolution. 
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The  Revolution  as  Colony  and  of  ■»  Vn  By  James  A.  Robe? 
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Comp  troll  jr ,  Albany,  1397).  James  A,  Roberts,  Comptroller'  of  new  v’or> 
State  writing  on  this  subject  in  1337  says,  among;  other  things,  that 
the  will t la  could  be  sailed  out,  of  the  state  for  only  three  months  at 
a  time,  here  over,  he  a  ay  a:  "The  Lilitii  war-  c  ailed  out  when  want  id . 


keot  as  long 
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almost  :  -  Li  ir J  .'  ately.  At  5rie  c  11  hey  were  !  n  one  sgi  it  or 
company  in  i  at  a  no  th  •  r  call  In  Another  r  eminent  or  com*.  my .  " 

"It  Is,  therefore,  very  difficult  to  keep  trace  of  them  on  the 
different  ’pay  ro  -is*  or  ’pay-books'  aa  they  ware  sometimes  called.'’ 

"Counties  were  divided  into  districts  and  the  Colonel  of  1  regiment 
in  each  il strict  was  ^iven  almost  unllmi ted  .jurisdiction  in  military 
matters .  uc  //as  re  : aired  to  see  that  every  m  ile  between  the  age  of  L6 
and  50  was  enrolled,  litter  the  age  limit  was  extend »d  to  cO." 
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Revo iut ion . 


the  battles  in  which  he  possibly  participated  ,vas  t.h  ,t  of 

decisive  event  took 

on  an  ust  c,  1?77 ,  in  the  vriskuny  ravine  nort 
?o rk.  +  ..  Lager  ■  i  th  John  Johnson's  Tories  th  em  1’ *yon  and  Schoharie 
counties  together  with  Chief  Joseph  Brant  of  the  viohawka ,  command  i  ng  a 
combined  '’ore-  of  .-ox a  two  thousand  man.  was  attempting  to  effect  a 
Junction  with  another  British  army  under  Burge yne  who  was  coming  down 
from  -bake  Champlain.  General  Nicholas  herkimar,  who  had  o  -an  made 
Colonel  of  Try  on  County  f.llitia  in  1775  then  raised  to  a  Brigader 
General  in  1776  ,  'was  ordered  to  pursue  this  Tory -Indian  army,  with 
auout  300  men  he  followed  h-trd  upon  the  heels  of  the  memy  and  caught 
up  with  them  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Valley  at  uriskany.  ^erkimer, 
suspecting  that  bt,  ^«ger  and  the  Vohawks  would  attempt  to  ambush  him, 
hesitated  to  attack  la  that  locality,  but  hie  men  thirsting  for  the 
blood  of  their  dispicabie  wmenies,  be  car  e  almost,  mutinous  over  the  delay 
Uc-able  to  restrain  them  longer,  he  finally  gave  way  against  his  better 
judgment  md  ordered  the  attack.  Ur*  General  had  feared,  the  emany 
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raised  on  the  battlefisld  to  co  memor&te  tin  event  ins 
the  miliar  oi'  i ..an/  vho  fought  there,  but  i  am  told  not 
‘'a  other  names  are  unknown*  i'homas  ..ieClumply '  3  name 
His  name  may  wall  be  amorv  thoae  who 


X.  L 


The  monument 
inscribed  ipon 
all.  ^resume  1 

Is  not  upon  the  monument.  His  name  may  weiL  be  among  those  who  are  un¬ 
known  for  want  of  any  records  associating  them  with  the  battle.  If  he 
fought  there,  it  was  with  Colonel  V isscher ' 3  command.  Visscher  was  at 
the  head  of  the  L'hird  Tryon  Militia  .regiment  with  upwards  of  130  men 
under  him  from  about  Cunghnawaga  and  -Johnstown  or  in  other  words  men 
from  ibohawk  Township*  There  were  men  from  all  the-  thirty-three  Tryon 
County  militia  regiments  in  Herkimer’s  little  army  at  '-'riskany.  In 
many  case3  they  numbered  not  more  than  a  score  from  each  regiment. 
Fortunately,  isscher's  regiment  brought  up  the  rear  of  Herkimer’s 
forces,  henae  it  did  not  fall  into  the  ambuscade  that  so  decimated  the 


advanced  guard, 
if  4>.cC lump l y  was 


i'hus ,  visscher*s  reg 
wi th  his  regiment  th 


an t  suffered  but  Little,  hence 
a  ,  luck  was  with  him  on  that 


L'he  only  thing  about  which  there  is  any  certainty  concerning  L’homaa 
McClumply’s  record  as  a  .Revolutionary  soldier  is  that  he  saw  active 
service.  -Just  what  it  ,v as,  f 0 r  h 0 w  1 0 n  ,  a n d  i n  w h a t.  e n go. gem erts  ,  if 
my,  has  not  been  discovered  by  the  writer. 


Ill 


David  .McCLus  of  - ewf ane ,  hiagra  County,  ^ork. 

'//hen  we  realize  how  little  is  known  of  our  great,  great  grandfather, 
Thomas  McClumply,  the  facta  available  concerning  our  great  grandfather, 
David  licClue,  relatively  meager  tho  they  are,  seem  fairLy  complete. 

Altho’  as  we  have  already  stated,  the  fragmentary  record  of  the  1790 
Census  takes  no  a  count  of  him,  we  know  that  he  was  at  that  time  a  boy 
of  eleven  years,  h.?  w as  born  at  Fonda,  ew  *ork,  June  9,  1779  ,  and 
died  at  ^ewfane,  x*ew  York.  October  19,  1352,  being  73  years,  4  months 
and  10  days  old.  “e,  with  his  wife,  lie  buried  in  the  cemetery  at 
clcott  on  the  shore  of  hake  Ontario  1  short  distance  from  his  old 
farms  ead , 


The  story  of  David  M.cClue‘3  life  is-  largely  a  blank  for  us  until 


about  the  year  1825. 


That  spring, 


a  cording  to  family  tradition,  he 


and  his  oldest  son  struck  out  for  the  dost.  a i th  packs  on  their  backs 
they  hoofed  it  clear  across  the  state  to  the  shores  of  hake  Ontario 
where  they  each  took  up  land  near  where  the  village  of  jNewfane  is  now 
located  in  Tiugra  County.  /hey  cleared  some  land'  that  summer,  built 
cabins,  and  In  the  fall  returned  again,  on  foot  as  they  had  come,  to 
Fonda.  ^he  following  spring,  we  are  told,  David  returned  vith  his  wife 
and  children  to  the  land  he  had  entered  near  £  37/fans.  "here  he  took 

and  lived  out  the  remai  der  of  his  days  or 


his  homestead, 
his  family  and 
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family  history  than  inyone  els.  o  .  hex  generation  of  meCLuea,  had  a  great 
ie-.l  of  accurate  knowledge  about  h  »r  mother's  people,  both  In  Montgomery 
and  Viagra  jo.artl^s.  bhe  Insisted  that  only  the  four  oldest  sons  were 
born  in  moot.-  ornery  County.  fhese  ver©  Bobert ,  John,  Alexander  tnd  J ame s * 
The  other  five,  aho  contended,  were  born  *t  rvf  an© ,  These  were  Charles, 
David,  Abi;  il ,  Elisabeth,  and  «mcyj  *■  ary  c  -Dig  be  1.1  should,  at  least, 
know  where  her  mother  was  born,  but  aho  was  almost  certainly  mistaken 
about  the  birth  place  of  some  of  the  others  which  she  placed  In  fiagra 
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Robert,  the  oldest  of  the  family,  left  Iliagra  County  in  the  late 
thirties,  as  near  as  1  can  guess,  and  settled  in  Michigan*  That  was  a 
few  years  after  our  grandfather  had  migrated  to  Indiana.  M ke  his 
brother  before  him,  he  made  a  trip  to  the  frontier  to  spy  out  the  land 
before  making  any  move.  Re  came  down  -Hake  brie  by  boat,  thence  from 
Perrysburg  near  the  mouth  of  the  Maumee  River  in  Ohio,  he  and  another 
man  went  on  horseback  as  far  w8st  as  Chicago.  Evidently  the  prairie 
country  of  Illinois  did  not  appeal  to  him,  for  he  returned  bast  with 
unfavorable  reports  of  the  region.  Re  visited  grandfather  in  worth- 
eastern  Indiana  on  his  way  back,  and  told  him  about  Chicago  and  the 
country  surrounding  it.  He  thought  there  could  never  be  much  of  a  city 
there  since  it  was  a  swampy  region  all  around  and  the  soil  was  very  poor. 

boon  after  this  trip,  ttobert  moved  his  family  to  Michigan,  and 
settled  near  Tecumsch,  Renawee  County,  on  a  farm  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Whether  his  children  were  all  born  in  Hew  *ork 
or  not,  1  am  unable  to  learn,  ihere  were  five  of  them,  four  daughters 
andone  son.  ihe  daughters  in  order  of  age  were  Abbie,  Hester,  Sdna, 
and  filla.  i'he  latter  was  the  only  one  of  them  to  marry.  Her  husband’s 
name  was  Hendershott.  i'he  otaers.  with  the  possible  exception  of  Abbie, 
taught  school  until  they  were  retired  on  account  of  age.  The  son,  Willis, 
married  and  had  a  family,  I  think.  Re  remained  in  his  father's  farm 
thruout  his  life,  if  1  am  not  mistaken. 

Robert  McClue  was  a  strict  Presbyterian  in  religion  and  a  rigid 
Puritan  in  morals.  Re  carried  hia  Sabbatarian  beliefs  and  practices  to 
great  extremes.  Re  would  neither  perfrom  nor  allow  any  labor,  except 
the  most  necessitous,  to  be  performed  on  Sundays.  All  cooking  of  food 
on  that  day  was  frowned  upon  by  the  old  man.  Re  required  it  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  insofar  as  possible  on  baturday.  for  how  many  years  he  had  ad¬ 
hered  to  suoh  rules  I  do  not  know,  but  in  his  old  age  he  not  only  laid 
them  down  for  his  family,  but  tried  to  enforce  them  to  the  limit.  I 
remember  an  account  my  mother  gave  of  her  visit  at  her  uncle’s  on  one 
occasion.  it  was  one  winter  in  the  early  nineties  that  she  spent  a  week 
or  so  there,  un  baturday  night  the  school  teacher  oousins  came  home 
over  the  week-end  and  all  the  family  were  together  on  bunday  morning. 

The  cousins  proposed  baking  griddle-cakes  for  breakfast,  and  quietly 
set  about  making  the  necessary  preparations  so  ac  not  to  arouse  their 
father’s  suspicions  until  their  object  had  been  accomplished.  However, 
the  old  man  sensed  the  situation,  and  intervened  with  the  most  vehement 
protests,  ^e  railed  at  his  daughters  for  attempting  unnecessary  and 
ungodly  labor  on  the  babbath  morning,  'i'he  peaceful  hour  was  broken  by 
a  noisy  family  row.  I  believe  the  eousins,  to  save  their  faces  before 
their  guest,  baked  the  cakes  in  spite  of  their  father.  Following  break¬ 
fast  the  old  man  led  family  devotions  as  usual. 
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John  MoClua,our  grandfather , the  second  son  In  David’s  family, of 
whom  more  later  on, was  Puritanical  enough, but  on  the  whole  a  much 
milder  and  more  tolerant  man  than  was  his  elder  brother* 

Alexander, the  third  son, was  born  at  Fonda, Montgomery  County, Hew 
York, in  1815, and  came  with  his  parents  to  Hewfane , Niagara  County  in 
1826.  There  he  grew  up, and  acquired  a  farm  direotly  across  the  creek 
from  the  village.  On  that  farm  he  spent  most  of  his  mature  life.  In 
1883, J  think  it  was, he  came  out  to  Indiana  and  lived  for  most  of  a 
year  at  grandfather* a  house.  He  was  a  broken  old  man, suffering  from 
tuberculosis.  He  finally  left  for  Oakland, Calif ornia, where  his 
daughter, Jennie, lived#  In  1685  he  died  and  was  buried  in  the  Oakland 
cemetery. 

His  wife  was  an  Irish  woman  named  Katherine*  She  was  a  hot  temper¬ 
ed, proud, orderly,  industrious  and  exacting  Individual, Alexander  was 
quite  the  opposite .being  easy  going, slovenly  and  careless  about  his 
work, and  on  the  whole  a  rather  lackidaaical  sort. The  result  was  they 
never  got  on  well  together.  His  wife  found  fault  with  him  and  tried  to 
drive  him  too  much.  He  became  stubborn  and  rebellious. 

They  had  two  daughters , Jennie  and  Anna.  Jennie  married  a  man 
named  Handolpn.and  moved  to  California  where  she  lived  and  died. Her 
home  was  at  Oakland, and  there  she  lies  buried  beside  her  father.  Anna 
married  a  man  named  Carmer.who  turned  out  to  be  a  worthless , indolent 
drunkard.  They  eventually  seperated  and  to  save  the  farm  she  divorced 
him.With  her  two  daughter*  and  her  aged  mother, she  continued  to  live  on 
the  old  place  across  the  creek  from  Newfane.I  visited  them  there  on  two 
different  occasions; once  in  1900  In  company  with  Uncle  Alex  and  Maurice 
MoClew,and  again  in  1908,1  made  4  brief  call  while  passing  that  way* 
Anna  died  some  year*  after  her  mother.  Her  daughters, if  alive, are 
now  middle-aged  women, presumably  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Hewfane. 

Alexander’s  domestio  infelicity , which  apparently  was  quite  a*  much 
his  fault  as  his  wife's .deepened  with  the  years*  He, me an time, found 
relief, if  not  a  remedy, for  the  si tuati on, When  things  became  intoler¬ 
able,  he  would  leave  home  for  an  indefinite  period, letting  his  family 
and  farm  shift  as  best  they  could  for  themselves.  These  intermittent 
desertions  became  a  habit  of  his, causing  ever  increased  bitterness 
between  him  and  his  wife.  Finally  there  came  a  last  break, when  old 
and  broken  in  health, he  left  for  Indiana  and  eventually  went  on  to 
California  to  die.  His  widow's  attitude  softened  toward  him  in  her 
declining  years.  She  spoke  only  kind  words  of  him  when  I  last  saw  her, 
but  she  denounced  in  harsh  terms  his  bro ther, Charles , for  causing  her 
husband's  failure*, and  her  own  unhappiness.  Her  utterances  seemed  to 
me  but  the  vagaries  of  an  old  woman  in  her  dotage  trying  to  compensate 
for  the  domestic  sorrows  of  the  past. 
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James, the  fourth  son,  tall  and  slender  ag  a  fence  rail  and  quite 
as  unprepossessing, was  a  curious  and  crude  specimen  of  mankind 0 Among 
other  characteristics ,he  absent-minded  and  seemingly  ineffectual* 

Still, for  all  his  peculari ties ,he  made  his  way  successfully  enougho 
He  was  every  inch  a  Scotchman  even  to  his  speech.lt  was  with  very 
great  difficulty  that  one  not  aecustomed  to  the  Scotch  dialect  could 
understand  him  at  all#  His  language  was  more  than  a  brogue;  it  was  to 
a  considerable  degree  only  an  Anglicized  Gallic#  He  had  apparently  come 
by  it  naturally  enough  at  home, where  the  parents  used  a  Scotch  Highland 
lingo*  None  of  David  MeClue's  children, with  one  tr  two  exceptions^ever 
really  mastered  the  English  tongue* and  James  least  of  all#  Our  grand¬ 
father  dll  it,sinoe  he  had  advantages  that  other  members  of  the  family 
did  not  have  for  acquiring  the  vernacular#  As  a  young  ladshe  was 
apprenticed  to  an  English-speaking  carpenter , and  living  with  that 
man’s  family  away  from  his  own  people, he  readily  learned  good  English 
speech*  His  brother, Charles, was  the  only  other  one  of  the  family  who 
overcame  much  of  their  mother  tongue®  Charlea  applied  himself  studi¬ 
ously  to  the  task  and  eventually  did  pretty  well  in  speaking  English* 
But  James , seemingly  indifferent  to  all  who  tried  to  listen  to  him, 
continued  to  mumble  his  Scotch  to  the  end  of  his  days# 

Uncle  Charles  MoClue  told  of  his  experience  on  one  occasion  when 
James  came  on  a  visit  to  Indiana.  "The  old  uncle, "said  Charles ,"held 
forth  all  of  a  Sunday  afternoon  while  listened  trying  vainly  to  grasp 
what  he  was  saying, but  I  w%s  not  able  to  comprehend  one  tenth  of  it# 

James, I  believe, was  married  twice. When  well  along  in  years, he 
married  a  widow  and  shortly  after  that  they  made  a  visit  to  Indiana# 

The  family  gossip  at  the  time  was  to  the  effeot  that  this  widow  had 
married  old  Jimmie  to  get  his  money.  My  impression  is  that  she  out¬ 
lived  him  and  did  get  most  of  his  estate* 

His  farm  was  just  across  the  corner  from  his  brother  Alexander’s 
place  on  the  creek  opposite  the  village  of  Newfane* There  he  had 
spent  his  life  only  a  short  distance  from  his  father’s  old  homestead# 

Charles » David1 s  fifth  son, was  a  capable, proud  ambitious  man# 

He  acquired  his  father’s  farm  and  lived  upon  it  thruout  his  life®  That 
locality  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario  was  one  of  the  best  fruit 
growing  areas  in  the  United  States  at  that  tim#3  Charles  MaClue  made 
money  from  fruit  growing, and  at  one  time  was  considered  to  be  a  rich 
man  as  farmers  of  his  generation  counted  riches#  He  built  a  pretent¬ 
ious  house  and  lived  in  what  the  neighbors  called  high  style0He  seat 
his  children  to  school  in  Lockport.Sven  the  boys  took  dancing  lessons, 
much  to  the  disgust  of  the  less  sophisticated  McC lues .Charles  was 
thought  to  be  too  stuck  up, and  his  family  putting  on  too  many  airs* 
However, the  prosperity  did  not  last. A  run  of  poor  years  in  which  the 
peach  crop  failed  put  him  in  debt, and  it  became  difficult  for  him  to 
keep  his  head  above  water#  Afetr  his  death  in  the  nineties  of  the  .''ast 
century  his  sons  had  to  sell  some  of  the* oldr farm  to  lift  the  mortgage# 
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Their  family  consisted  of  a  son  <nd  -a  daughter*  Ti 
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married  a  McCollum  and  r-.ised  two  .laughters ,  Auigul  anl  Mary*Abigal 
sieve r  married , but  Mary  was  twice  .ved  Her  first  husband  was  Robert 
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with  the  Campbells, A bhia  and  the  grandson, Albert  Moore «  It  vus  as 
iiaorderiy  a  menage  as  I  have  ever  seen., Neither  Nancy  or  ner  daughter, 
Mary, had  any  system  about  any thing* John  Campbell  was  either  worse 
than  they  by  natural  habit  or  else  he  had  followed  their  slovenly  ways 
For  all  her  haruascarum  ways , Haney  was  neither  stupid  or  lany-  On  tna 
contrary , she  was  shrewd  in  a  typical  Scot*;.,  ay, Slaving  much  of  her 
mother’s  wit  and  drive  which  could  be  effectively  employed  In  case  of 
need.  Perhaps, her  happy-go-lucky  ways  were  to  be  explained  by  the 
conditioning  of  her  youth, for  she  was  the  -spoiled  baby  of  the  family, 
growing  up  with  nsr  older  brothers  who  are  said  to  have  me.!.*  a 
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in  the  area  which  eventually  became  the  northeastern  corner  county, 
called  Steuben* That  was  in  1832*.  He  entered  atraat  of  land  and  returned 
to  Niagara  County  where  he  was  married*  Again  in  1836  he  set  out  for 
Indiana  with  hie  wife  and  two  small  sons.  This  time  it  was  for  good; The 
family  took  a  boat  on  Lake  Srie  at  Buffalo  and  came  to  Toledo,0hiOoThence 
by  ox  team  they  followed  the  western  trail  thni  southern  Michigan  and 
down  into  the  wilderness  of  Indiana  where  they  settled  permanently 3 

John  MeClue  was  one  of  the  first  dozen  Bottlers  in  the  oounty9 
He  first  occupied  a  tract  of  land  just  west  of  a  locality  called  Willow 
Prairie, but  later  named  Brockville  and  finally  Fremont. Here  he  huilt 
a  single  room  log  cabin, which  still  stood  a  decade  ago.  This  land  was 
a  heavily  timbered  tract  with  heavy  clay  soil.  I  do  not  know  how  much 
of  it  grandfather  cleared, if  any, but  at  most  it  could  not  have  bean  a 
great  deal, for  not  long  after  settling  there  ha  acquired  a  half  section 
or  more  in  the  hills  some  two  miles  and  a  half  south  and  west  of  Willow 
Prairie*  There  he  moved, cleared  the  land, built  a  cabin  and  barn  for  his 
permanent  home* 

It  was  a  curious  choice  of  land  that  grandfather  made  in  this  mov«o 
The  explanation  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  locality  bore  some  resemblance 
to  the  New  York  Area  from  whenee  he  came, with  it’s  utils, rocks  and  heavy 
timber*  Many  other  pioneers  into  the  American  hinterland  sought,  out 
localities  that  were  much  like  home  lands, and  often  passed  up  better 
choices  in  doing  so*  Grandfather  had  picked  the  roughest  and  stoniest 
section  to  be  found  in  the  whole  county.  A  dozen  or  more  miles  to  the 
lay  wide  stretches  of  rich, beutiful  prairie  country  which  could  be  put 
under  the  plow  with  ease  compared  with  the  unremitting  toil  that  was 
required  to  clear  thoss  hills  of  timber  and  atone  in  order  to  raise  a 
crop.  Even  when  cleared  that  hilly  terrain  was  difficult  to  cultivate, 
and  under  the  most  favorable  conditions  did  not  givs  yields  the 
prairie  soils  returned*  But  the  first  settlers, grandfather  among  them, 
looked  upon  those  treeless  tracts  a t  streile  wastes  and  so  chose  the 
wooded  wilderness  instead.  Later  comers  who  settled  on  the  prairies 
grew  ri oh, while  the  men  like  grandfather  struggled  hard  to  make  just 
a  living* 

Luring  his  early  years  in  Indiana, he  worked  at  his  trade  a  great 
deal, building  houses  and  barms  for  other  settlers.He  was  often  absent 
for  weeks  at  a  time  when  at  work  at  iong  distances  from  home* Grandmother 
was  thus  frequently  left  alone  with  the  children  in  their  log  cabin  horns 
It  took  a  stout  heart  to  bear  up  under  the  loneliness  of  the  Wilderness, 
but  she  was  equal  to  the  demands  and  met  emergencies  with  fortitude, On 
one  occasion  during  the  earliest  years ,when  grandfather  was  away, she  had 
to  deal  single  handed  and  alone  with  a  number  of  Indians  who  came  un¬ 
bidden  into  her  cabin*,  Grandfather  had  shortly  before  this  gone  on  a 
long  journey  to  Adrian ^Michigan, and  brought  home  supplies  of  flour  and 
salt  pork.  The  hams  and  shoulders  and  bacon  sides  were  hung  up  in  the 
cabin-  The  Indian  braves  wanted  this  meat ,Thay, conversing  in  sign 
language , tried  to  barter  some  of  their  worthless  trinkets  for  it : but 
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Thomas  MoClumpha  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  . 

See  hew  *ork  In  the  Kevolvition  as  Colony  ana  state , 
Albany,  N.  Y.  1904  Page  180-415 • 

According  to  these  records  he  was  enrolled  as  a 
private  in  the  Tryon  County  Melitia*  Third  Regiment, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Frederick  Vesssher  and  Lt. 

Colonel  Volhart  Veedmr. 

David  MoClumpha  (David  MoClue}  born  at  Fonda, 

June  9,  1779,  died  at  hew  Fane  (Thus  Charlottesville ) 

N.  Y.  October  19,  1852. 

David  MoClue* s  wife  wa9  Elizabeth  Liddell,  who 
was  born  in  Scotland  in  1781.  She  died' at  hew  Fane 
(Thus  Charlottesville)  H.  Y.  in  March  4,  1862. 

John  MoClue,  born  at  Fonda,  August  27,  1809 

and  died  at  Augoia,  Indiana,  March  3,  1892. 

His  wife  was  Marla  smith,  born  at  Duanesburg,  X.  Y 
May  31,  1811,  died  at  Fremont,  Indidna,  February  12, 
1892o 


Alexander  McClue,  born  in  niagara  County,  H*  Y. 
April  27,  1835a  died  in  Augola,  Indiana,  October  17, 
19110 

Clara  MoClue,  wife  of  Harry  Weicht,  Leona  Weicht, 
wife  of  John  Bickelo 


■ 
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Elisabeth  Smith, born  May  21, 1793, died  March  7,1343.  She  married 
an  Allen  and  left  one  son, James  Allen* 

Margaret  S.nith,born  May  10, 1791, died  Febiuary  9,1873&She  married 
William  Ke to hum, but  left  nc  children, 

Abigal  Smith, born  November  28, 1793, died  December  24,1372, 

'She  married  Pe ter' McCuilum  and  had  four  children- John, Abigal ^Charles 
and  James* 

Pierce  Smith, born  November  11, 1795, died  February  15,1869*  He 
married  a  woman  named  Bachelor  and  had  four  ohi Idren-Harri a t „ Eunice , 
James  and  Elmira* 

Samuel  3,Smith,born  August  9,1797.  The  date  of  his  death  is 
not  known.  He  left  no  children*  Perhaps  he  never  married-Maybe  he 
did  not  live  to  maturi ty» ( died  in  infancy) 

Abram  Smith, born  March  29, 1799, date  of  death  unknown, He 
married  Martha  3ease  and  had  two  daughters -Martha  and  Mary* 

Sarah  Smith, born  January  9, 1303, died  January  28,1873oSha  was 
married  to  Robert  Liddell  and  had  eight  childrens  They  were  Alexander, 
Abigal, Thomaa , Charles, Mary, Abram , Robert  and  Anna*  Whether  this 
Liddell  was  of  the  family  line  of  our  great  grandmother , who  was  a 
Liddell, is  uncertain, but  tradition  has  it  that  he  was  a  cousin  to 
his  wife  a 

Maryf Nancy)  Smith, born  January  9,1805.  The  date  of  her  death  ia 
missing*  She  married  Henry  Rymer  and  had  four  children- James, Ephraia, 
Sarah  M*  and  Elizabeth* 

Eunice  Smith, born  September  7,1807,1104  June  22,1376oShe  married 
Jacob  Moore  and  had  nc  children  of  her  own* They  adopted  and  raised  a  son 
named  Riohard  Moore* 

Julia  Ann  Smith, born  October  12, 1309, died  June  7,1810* 

Such  was  the  family  to  which  grandmother  belonged  insofar  as  names 
an4  dates  go*  Nothing  has  come  down  to  us  concerning  the  characteristics 
of  any  of  them, nor  do  we  know  where  they  resided  after  grandmother’s 
birth.  Presumably  most  them  continued  to  dwell  in  or  about  Duanesburg. 

Grandmoth#r  was  a  small  person  in  her  physical  make-up, but  a 
veritable  dynamo  of  nerves  and  energy.  She  was  a  tireless  worker  and 
had  the  knack  of  accomplishing  her  tasks  with  ease  and  dispatch. She 
made  things  fly, as  the  saying  goes, keeping  everyone  about  her  on  their 
tiptoes, not  alone  by  her  example  but  by  means  of  her  driving  ways  where 
necessary*  She  had  a  lively  sens*  of  humor, coupled  with  a  keen  wit  and  a 
very  sharp  tongue, which  she  was  reluctant  to  restrain.  As  one  might 
imagine  concerning  a  person  with  such  traits, she  was  not  always  easy 
to  get  on  with*  Her  frankneaa  and  sincerity  were  forthright , springing 
from  a  generous  heart.  There  was  nothing  little  or  mean  spirited  about 
her  for  all  her  censoriousness.  Grandfather  was  more  calm, deliberate 
and  mild  in  temperament  and  speech, else  they  could  never  have  carried 
on  together  as  they  did*  As  it  were, their  dispositions  complemented 
each  other  to  make  an  effective  team. She  always  pushed  grandfather 
to  get  ahead  with  his  work  and  to  finish  a  task  before  leaving  it*  He 
apparently  needed  a  goad  and  she  furnished  it*  Nothing  was  permitted 
to  flag  with  which  she  had  to  dc«  Grandfather  had  the  ability  to  plan 
and  to  execute  wisely  and  wall, and  she  supplied  much  of  the  force  and 
inspiration  that  enabled  him  to  carry  thru  his  undertakings o 
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Grandmother  was  a  good  pioneer  who  thoroly  typified  the  frontier 
woman  of  which  American" his tory  has  had  much  to  say. She  was  practical, 
self-reliant , hardy , shrewd, resourceful, able  to  endure  hardship  and 
loneliness , and  to  make  the  best  of  her  lot*  Altho*  possessed  of  the 
usual  feminine  qualities, she  was  rather  rough  and  ready  in  speeoh  and 
attitude*  Like  oountry  women  in  general .brought  up  for  the  most  part 
in  poverty  and  on  the  frontier, she  was  a  stranger  to  the  finer  social 
graces  with  which  those  who  live  in  populous  places  are  acquainted. 

Perhaps  her  most  outstanding  quality  was  an  uncanny  ability  to 
Judge  people  oorreotly ,and  too  often  for  her  own  good, to  express  her 
opinion  of  them  to  their  faces, if  the  occasion  called  for  it, or  to  others 
who  repeated  her  words • Thus , she  often  alienated  people  from  her  unneces¬ 
sarily*  Ly  own  mother  followed  all  too  closely  in  Grandmother ' a  foot¬ 
steps  in  this  particular.  Coupled  with  her  ability  to  fathom  human 
character  and  motives  was  a  remarkable  intui tivenesa  whidj,i^s  said, 
tne  Scotch  exhibit  more  frequently  and  to  a  greater  degree  than  perhaps, 
any  other  people*  Unce  she  had  a  hunch, however  irrationally  arrived  at, 
as  it  seemed  to  others, she  held  it  until  she  was  generally  found  to  be 
right.  One  striking  inoident .known  to  all  her  descendants  of  my  gener¬ 
ation, will  indicate  something  of  her  mental  processes.  It  oecured  one 
summer  in  the  early  Eighties .perhaps  1881*  Grandfather  and  Grandmother 
together, I  believe, with  Aunt  Eunice  went  to  visit  Uncle  Truman  in  Iowa. 
The  home  south  of  Fremont  was  left  in  charge  of  Lottie  jvicClue, a  girl  of 
eighteen, with  Elsie  Stroh.who  was  ten  or  twelve  years  old.  The  travelers 
arrived  at  Uncle  Truman’s  place  in  the  afternoon, expecting  to  stay 
several  days.  They  had  a  restful  night  following  their  long  Journey , but 
upon  awakening, Grand  mother  said  to  Grandfather  that  they  must  return 
home  immediately , since  something  awful  was  about  to  happen*  Grandfather 
made  light  of  her  premonitions  and  tried  to  talk  her  out  of  the  idea  of 
returning  home  until  their  visit  as  planned  was  over.  But  his  efforts 
were  in  vain, as  were  those  of  her  son  and  his  family.  She  announced  that 
she  was  go? ng  alone, if  necessary , that  vary  day.  The  outcome  of  the  matter 
was  that  upon  her  insistence  they  took  a  train  that  day  homeward  bound  * 

All  went  well  on  the  return  Journey  despite  grandmothers  ap^rehensiveness - 
They  alighted  from  the  train  in  the  late  afternoon  at  the  Fremont  station 
with  a  sense  of  relief  that  nothing  serious  had  happened, They  ware  soon 
at  home  where  the  two  neices  greeted  them  with  great  surprise*  Every¬ 
thing  was  apparently  well  with  the  girls  and  about  the  place, and  all  but 
Grandmother  were  disposed  to  dismiss  her  anxiety  as  being  purely 
imaginary  and  groundless* 

Grandmother  set  about  preparing  the  -evening  meal. She  was  busily 
engaged  in  the  ki  tchen  when  suddenly  Lot  tie ,wi th  a  butcher  knif9  in 
her  hand  came  rushing  into  the  room  to  attack  Grardmother  and  then  to  make 
an  effort  to  cut  her  own  throat.  She  had  become  a  raving  maniac.  From 
that  day  on  to  her  death  as  an  old  woman  Lottie  was  insane , spending 
much  of  her  life  in  an  asylum.  Had  the  grandparents  not  returned  home 
when  they  did  and  been  able  to  restrain  the  mad  girl, the  home  would, 
in  all  probatHity .have  been  the  scene  of  a  still  worse  tragedy  with 
Lottie  killing  both  her  cousin  and  herself. 
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I  hat®  related  this  incident  reluctantly , Jus t  as  I  hat®  heard  it 
repeated  many  times, but  stripped  of  all  except  the  essential  details. 

My  hesitanoy  In  setting  it  down  is  due  to  the  fear  that  later  gener¬ 
ations  may  question  Its  credibility, but  the  faots  in  the  oase  were 
sa  well  authenticated  by  the  participants  and  witnesses  at  the  tine 
that  it  cannot  be  doubted.  '•  “  a- 

>  *  ■  ■  ■  *  •  *  ’■  •  f  *  *  \t  ■  **  ^  4  . , 

■  Mingled  with  her  singular  intuitiveness  was  more  or  less  super¬ 
stitious  belief.  In  this  she  was  like  a  great  many  uneducated  men  and 
women  of  her  day  among  oountry  dwellers.  Spiritualism  was  rampant  In  that 
8®otlon  of  Steuben  County, end  she  was  undoubtedly  influenced  in  some 
measure  by  lt,altho  she  never  joined  with  groups  that  sponsored  it.  One 
oould  not  oall  her  in  any  sense  pious, still  she  was  counted  a  religious 
woman.  She  and  Grandfather  were  supporters  of  and  leaders  in  the  religious 
activities  of  their  neighborhood.  They  were  Presbyterians, if  any  religious 
brand  was  attached  to  them.  While  there  was  no  organized  ohuroh  in  their 
neighborhood, there  were  preachings  held  in  the  school  house. The  oountry 
preaohers  were  their  friends  and  grandfathers  house  was  always  open  to 
them 

Grandfather  McClue  was  a  man  of  firm  oonvlot ions, good  judgement, 
sober  habits, and  great  practical  wisdom. He  was  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him. His  neighbors  often  sought  his  advice. He  served  for  some 
years  on  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Steuben  County.  He  was  a  flrst- 
olass  oar pen ter  and  a  successful  farmer.  He  accumulated  a  modest  estate. 

He  was  a  strict  Puritan  in  principle  and  praotioe.Hia  unyeilding 
attitude  in  matters  of  right  and  wrong, as  he  conceived  them, was  well 
exenfolified  in  a  oase  of  disoipllne  administered  to  his  son  Alexander. 

On  a  Sunday  afternoon  one  springtime, Alex, in  company  with  some  other 
lads, found  their  way  to  one  of  the  nearby  lakes  where  they  went  fishing. 
Now  fishing  on  Sunday  was  against  the  moral  o ode  of  Grandfather  and  many 
other  righteous®  men  in  that  neighborhood. Such  Sabbath  violation  was  a 
cardinal  sin.Alex  doubtless  knew  this, but  his  boyish  impulses  got  the 
better  of  him  and  he  Ignored  the  rules.  The  fishing  was  superb, and  Alex 
returned  home  in  the  early  evening  with  a  huge  string  of  fine  fish.  His 
father  was  sitting  under  the  maple  trees  in  the  front  yard  when  Alex 
appeared  proudly  exhibiting  his  oatoh  and, presumably  thinking  that  his 
father  would  rejoiee  with  him  over  his  splendid  suoceas.But  he  was 
mistaken  in  thinking  that  his  father  would  overlook  any  wrongdoing, however 
innooently, indulged  or  suooesSfully  carried  out.  To  hi  utter  oh&grin, 
his  stern  sire  veiy  quietly  saAd*"You  know  you  are  not  permitted  to  go 
fishing  on  Sunday. You  have  desecrated  the  Sabbath  day  in  doing  so.  You 
must  suffer  the  penalty  for  suoh  disobedience .You  will  proceed  to  bury 
those  fish  out  there  in  the  sandy  place  in  the  field. The  shovel  is  by 
the  kitohen  door .When  you  have  finished  burying  the  fish, you  may  out  a 
stout  hiokory  gad  from  the  fence  row  over  yonder  and  bring  it  to  me." 

Alex  knew  that  it  was  vain  to  protest  and  set  about  doing  as  he  was 
bidden.  The  hiokory  gad  was, in  due  time, brought  to  his  father  who 
proceeded  to  administer  to  his  son  a  fearfoi  thrashing. 
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It  wag  always  af{,ar  th*t,a  saying  among  the  McCluea  and  others  who 
knew  A lax  and  about  that  episode  of  his  boyhood, that  the  thrashing  served 
to  fix  firmly  the  fishing  habit  upon  Alex, both  for  Sundays  and  all  other 
days  and  occasions  whenever  it  was  possible  for  him  to  indulge  the  sport 
whether  this  was  the  correot  explanation  or  not, Alex  Moulue  was  all  his 
life  the  most  ardent* 4nd,  persistent  fisharban  I  have  aver  known-  He  was 
a  true  disciple  of  I a$ad  /Dalton, and  eouhd^boneatly  say  with  that  sage, 

-,I  envy  no  man  what  he  has  to  eat  ar  the 'clothes  he  wears  .Him  and  him 
only  i  envy  who  catches  .more  fish  than  X^'  Jr  proof  of  his  devotion  to 
the  gentle  art, a  rorwSrH.  of  his  on  a  oerta,iit:  occasion  may  be  recalled-. 

He  was  returning  rob.  a'. train  trip  when  ,an  ^acquaintance  at  the  Fremont 
station  hailed  him  and  told  him  that  hia^ba'rn  had  been  struck  by  light¬ 
ning  and  burned  in  his  absence ,  Alex’ s  remark  wasg’Dang  it, Maurice, 

I ’ll  oat  all  my  fi  ehihg  .tackle  is  burned,  upd” 

v  >;  V  •  <  '4 

i.  *  |  4 

Grandfather  could' make  penetrating  observations  concerning  men  and 
affairs, and  often  expressed  his  ideas  in  original  and  succinct  phrases* 
With  a  dry  sense  of  humor  and  a  twinkle  in  his  grey  eyas, he  would  utter 
himself  to  the  delight  of  all  who  were  listening.  I  have  heard  his  re¬ 
marks  quo ted, by  men  who  knew  him, long  after  he  had  passed  from  the  scene. 
One  instance  will  suffice  to  indicate  something  of  his  manner-  On  one 
occasion, hi s  nephew  Sphriam  Ken nix, came  out  from  Niagara  County, Hew  York 
for  a  visit.  Grandfather  met  him  at  the  Fremont  station.  No  sooner  had 
3phraim  alighted  from  the  train, and  greeted  grandfather , than  he  said, 
Uncle  John, when  can  I  get  a  train  back?”  The  abrupt  question  irked 
Grandfather  a  bit, and  he  replied, ’’Stay  right  where  you  are,Sph,and  you 
can  get  a  train  back  in  two  hours*.* 

Sight  children  were  born  to  John  and  Maria  McClue.  Two  died  in 
infancy.  Of  the  six  who  grew  to  maturity , there  were  four  sons  and  two 
daughters. The  sons  in  order  of  their  birth  were  Thomas .Alexander, Truman 
and  Charles.  The  daughters  were  Elizabeth  and  Eunice  Margaret* 

Thomas  McClue  was  born  in  Niagara  County ,H.Y. .November  16,1833, 
and  died  on  the  farm  south  of  Fremont , where  his  father  had  formerly 
lived, August  &7,19Q6e  Thomas, like  all  the  LIcClues  down  to  my  generation, 
was  a  farmer.  He  owned  two  hundred  acres  or  more  in  Jamestown  and  Fremont 
Townships, which,  he  acquired  as  a  young  man.  For  many  years  he  lived! here* 
then  moved  into  Fremont  village  for  a  time, and  finally  to  the  farm  where 
he  died*  Thomas  was  twice  married -Hi a  first  wife  was  Henrietta  Kemp. 

She  died  leaving  two  sons .Granville  and  John  Wills*  For  a  short  time 
after  hia  wife's  death, ray  mother, as  yet  'unmarried, kept  house  for  him 
and  cared  for  his  two  small  boySaTt  omas  then  married  Helen  Farnham. 

They  had  one  daughter , Lue  11a,.  Helen  Famham  was  born  April  31,1846, 
and  died  on  the  farm  south  of  Fremont , July  19,1901. 

Thomas  inherited  the  red  hair  of  his  grandmother  and  passed  it  on 
in  turn  to  on©  of  his  own  children, Lue 11a.  In  physique, he  was  a  typical 
McClue.  In  character  he  was  an  intelligent , high  strung  man, and  motivated 
by  positive  convictions  and  rigid  moral  standards.  He  tended  to  be 
an  extremist  both  in  belief  and  conduct.  Among  other 
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activities  he  becime  a  crusading  party  Prohibitionist  in  the  eighties 
of  the  last  century,  Altho'  he  adhered  to  the  cause  thruout  hia  life, 
in  his  latter  years  he  ceased  to  be  rabid  on  that  issue0He  was  the 
only  one  of  grandfather* ■  children  who  seriously  inclined  to  religion,* 

He  could  hardly  be  cabled  a  zealous  churchman .although  he  did  adhere 
to  the  .veslsyan  kethpdlst  Church  in  premoht, while  living  in  the  village 
and  until  the  congregation  disbanded*  On® "of  my  earliest  recollections 
was  the  occasion  of  hiSi  baptism  by  old  Bldar  v/iggins  in  Follett  Creek* 

1  was  avery  small  childrbut  recall  vividly. a  midsummer  Sunday  afternoon 
when  several  carriage  loads  of  McCluea  gathered  at  the  creek  for  the 
ceremony,!  can  still  See  the  candidate  ’and^the  preacher  arrayed  in  long 
black  coats  wading  into  the  water  and  thep ’ emerging  all  dripping  to 
enter  the  waiting  carH^ges  and  drive  awdya‘ 

Thomas  MoClue  v?haj.  a,  man  of  great  and  flagging  industry.  He  toiled 
Incessantly  on  his  farpuEJven  his  very  industrious  brothers  complained 
that  Tom  never  stopped:  work  for  anything  bir  anybody*  Once  his  brother* 
Truman, came  on  a  visit  from  Iowa, He  stopped  for  a  few  days  with  Thomas, 
but .complained  because  his  brother  did  not  lay  aside  his  work  on  hia 
account.  Instead , Thomas  took  him  out  to  tjje  farm  and  continued  his 
labors  as  usual.  Willful  idleness  vaa  \  species  of  crime  to  him  which 
he  oould  neither  brook  in  himself  nor  in  others*  In  factbhe  frequently 
worked  beyond  his  strength  and  suffered  in  consequence  from  over-strain¬ 
ed  muscles  and  nerves*  In  one  of  these  spells  of  illness  a  looal  doctor 
prescribed  a  remedy  that  gave  relief  from  the  pain  he  suffered* Thomas 
began  using  it  regularly , not  knowing  that  be  was  taking  a  form  of 
morphine*  As  he  related  the  story  to  me, a  few  years  before  his  death, 
he  said  the  habit  fastened  itself  upon  him  before  he  knew  what  was 
happening.  He  said  it  was  so  strong  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  live 
without  the  drug  and  that  he  would  have  killed  anyone  who  tried  to 
keep  it  from  him*  Realizing  that  the  habit  had  to  be  broken  if  his 
life  was  not  to  be  completely  wreoked»he  resolved  to  submit  himself 
to  a  drug  cure*  So  he  quietly  slipped  away  one  winter  to  an  institution^ 
in  Cincinnati, where  drug  addiots  were  treated.  After  some  months  he 
returned  home  to  carry  bn  the  battle  by  himself*  He  told  me  that  it 
was  the  hardest  struggle  of  his  life, but  he  was  determined  to  win  and 
finnally  succeeded. 


That  struggle  revealed  the  sterling  qualities  of  the  man.  Had 
he  been  leas  resolute, he  would  have  succumbed  like  many  another  man 
under  similar  circumstances*  But  it  was  not  his  way  to  do  things 
half-heartedly.  Whe$  on«e  his  will  was  set  to  some  end,he  fought 
waliantly  thru  to  the  finish. 

Perhaps, I  have  over-stressed  his  devotidn  to  hard  work, for  he 
made  at  least  one  move  toward  securing  a  little  leisure.  In  the  late 
Eighties  he, in  partnership  with  my  father, built  a  oottage  at  Failing’s 
Landing  on  the  shore  of  Lake  James.  There  were  two  other  cottages 
there.  On©  whioh  Adam  Failing, the  owner  of  the  landf 
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oocupied  for  hi  a  summer  home, and  the  other  belonged  to  two  Fremont 
men, Emery  Llelendy  and  George  Helled.  These  three  men  were  ardent 

party  Prohibitionists  and  so  they  oalled  the  locality  Prohibitionvilleo 
That  suited  Unole  Thomas, and  did  not  bother  my  father , although  on 
the  few  occasions  he  and  Unole  Thomas  were  ether  there, most  of 
their  time  was  spent  arguing  over  prohibition.  As  a  matter  of  faot, 
Uncle  Thomas  found  little  time  to  spend  at  the  lake  after  all  the 
effort  had  been  made  to  provide  for  a  little  rest  and  leisure. 

r  '  .• 

Thomas  ICoClue's  two  sons  were  born  oh  the  farm  where  he  lived 
for  so  many  years.  Granville  L.McClue  was  born  January  13,1859, 
and  died  in  Angola, Indiana  July  3,1928.  He  was  twice  married. 

His  first  wife  was  Flora  tyallory  of  a  well-known  family  in  Jamestown 
Township.  They  had  three  sons , Carl, Howard  and  Bmmett.  They  are  now 
men  in  middle  life  with  families  of  their  own.  Carl  lives  on  his 
father*8  Old  farm  in  Jamestown  Township,  Howard  is  a  business  man 
in  Wisconsin,  and  immett,  l  believe,  lives  somewhere  in  Michigan. 

After  the  death  of  hia  first  wife,  Granville  married  a  widow  who 
owned  a  house  in  Angola  where  they  lived  until  his  death,  he  was  a 
very  successful  farmer,  and  accumulated  a  small  fortune.  The  younger 
son,  “'.ViXi,*4  was  christened,  John  Lillis,  and  was  born  June  25,  1863. 

He  died  at  his  half  sister's  home  in  scott  Township,  January  29,  1940* 
•till  left  no  children.  Hq  did  not  marry  until  late  in  fife,  his  wife 
was  a  widow  with  several  children  whom  he  met  in  Alabama  during  World 
War  I.  he  lived  there  near  Foley  for  a  few  years,  returning  finally 
by  himself  to  his  old  haunts  in  and  about  Fremont,  Indiana,  where  he 
ended  his  days.  From  his  youth,  ffill  was  engaged  in  one  sort  of 
business  or  another  in  Fremont.  -  or  a  time  he  ran  a  hardware  store, 
he  was  a  shrewd  trader  and  a  good  business  man.  He  acquired  upwards 
of  a  thousand  acres  of  land  about  Fremont,  and  left  an  estate  of 
#75,000  or  more. 

The  two  brothers  were  very  different  in  many  ways.  Granfille 
was  cautious,  calculating,  and  close-fisted,  whereas  will  was  a 
speculator,  adventurous  and  open-handed,  "ill  had  a  lively  sense  of 
humor  and  loved  good  fellowship.  There  was  a  certain  lack  of  order¬ 
liness  about  him  that  had  manifested  itself  in  some  of  his  forbears, 
but  which  one  did  not  see  in  his  brother.  Reckless  in  youth,  steady 
in  mid  life,  always  a  loyal  friend,  his  name  will  long  be  remembered 
in  his  home  town.  ±t  was  characteristic  of  him  that  he  should  leave 

a  gift  of  fl  ,000  to  his  youngest  cousin,  Frances  -olsom  Stowe,  who 

had  gone  blind. 

Thomas  i-.cClue’s  daughter,  Luella,  was  born  December  9,  1876. 
she  married  a  Scott  Township  farmer,  ixay  ulark,  and  has  one  daughter, 

Helen.  The  u larks  live  on  the  farmland  own  in  all  some  seven  hundred 

acres  of  land  about  Tremont.  ^elan,  the  daughter,  married  a  young 
scott  Township  farmer,  named  Skelton,  in  1946. 
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Alexander  Llcclue ,  Grandfather* 3  second  son,  was  born  In  niagra 
county ,  ^ew  xork,  April  27,  1825,  and  died  in  Angola,  Indiana,  uctober 
14,  1910.  ilia  wife" was  oelma  rfones,  who  waa  corn  in  April  28,  1322,  a 
died  In  Angela,  October  17,  1911.  To  them  three  children  were  born. 
They  were  Lottie,  Clara  and  Fred.  Lottie  went  Insane  when  a  girl  of 
eighteen  and  from  then  on  to  the  end  of  her  life  at  about  seventy, 
she  waa  in  and  out  of  the  asylum,  never  a  normal  being,  The  taint 
of  mental  instability  came  from  the  Jones  line,  which  produced  other 
oases  of  imbecility  and  insanity  besides  this  one.  wo  McClue  of  which 
there  is  any  record  was  ever  iabeoilic  or  insane. 

Clara  married  a  widower,  ^enry  Weicht,  of  Angola.  une  daughter, 
■^eona,  was  born  to  them.  Clara  died  very  suddenly  when  -ueona  was  very 
young.  The  latter  is  now  a  Mrs.  Bickell.  red  McClue  was  born  April 
27,  1372,  and  died  September  9,  1895.  had  married  a  yeda  faulson, 
and  a  daughter,  rtuth,  had  been  born  to  them. 

Thus,  Uncle  Alex*  3  children,  early  stricken  by  death  or  insanity, 
brought  grief  to  his  house,  -is  quiet,  gentle  wife  tore  her  sorrow 
with  Christian  fortitude,  finding  solace  in  her  chruch  and  her  faith. 
She  waa  a  devout  Methodist.  Slex,  having  no  such  resources,  hid  his 
sorrow  silently  like  a  opartan,  finding  comfort  in  work  and  fishing. 

uf  Alex’s  devotion  to  the  angler’s  art  I  have  already  spoken 
briefly.  **ore  3hould  be  said  about  it  since  is  30  well  revealed  the 
man.  1  fished  with  him  on  numerous  occasions  when  1  was  a  boy  and, 

I  think,  1  understood  his  love  of  the  sport.  •‘■t  was  untiring  in 
winter  or  summer,  come  good  luck  or  ill,  fair  weather  or  foul.  ue 
never  wanted  to  quit. 

One  of  the  most  cherished  memories  of  my  early  boyhood  is  of  a 
fishing  trip  with  him  on  Lake  Janes.  1t  was  at  the  close  of  the 
eighties,  and  an  afternoon  near  the  end  of  May,  just  after  corn  plant¬ 
ing  when  uncle  Alex  a  peared.  <ie  were  wahlng  sheep  at  Follett  Creek 

about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  home.  1  was  basking  in  the  warm  sun¬ 

shine,  herding  the  washed  sheep  by  the  roadside  when  ha  drove  up  with 
his  buggy  full  of  fishing  tackle.  He  begged  Father  to  go  with  him  to 
our  cottage  on  Lake  James  for  a  few  days  of  Wishing  before  corn- 
plowing  came.  Father  finally  consented,  and  that  evening  1  went  with 
them  to  the  Lake.  The  fish  were  biting  well,  and  7/e  caught  a  nice 
string  of  them  before  dark.  The  outlook  for  the  morrow  was  most 
alluring.  ;ut  during  the  night  a  terrific  thunder  storm  broke  over 
the  region.  The  warm  south  wind  gave  place  to  any  icy  gale  from  the 
north  that  whipped  the  waters  into  foam.  *^t  was  with  difficulty  that 
we  ventured  on  to  the  lake  the  next  day,  but  nothing  would  restrain 
Uncle  Alex  from  trying  his  luck.  -0  wa  went  forth,  tossed  by  wind 
and  wave9,  to  fish  wherever  we  could.  a  caught  perch  without  limit 

for  the  n  xt  three  days.  Chilled  to  the  bone,  we  would  return  to  the 

cotta:  e  to  raast  ourselves  before  crackling  xires  of  red  cedar  and 
eat  our  meals  as  only  cold  and  hungry  fishermen  can  eat.  For  a  small 
boy  that  was  a  glorious  experience,  but  Uncle  Alex  found  my  presence 
annoying,  for  1  wa3  constantly  getting  my  line  tangled  in  his  or  even 


■ 


in  that  wind  that  was  too  ranch  for  a  small  ooy 
polo .  *‘lo  exasperation  reached  a  climax  one 


hooking  him  in  the  bach 
trying  to  manage  a  i i. b  _ 

day  whan  5  were  near  a  point  on  the  lake  not  much  more  than 
from  home.  uncl<e  Alex  decided  that  was  the  time  ana  pi  .oe  to 


a  mi  ie 
■at  rid 


X  X  V/  *1*  V-  I  »/  •  '  w  *■  ”  v  ^  X 

if  me,  so  ha  proposed  that  1  go  ashore  and  make  ..or  home,  offered 

me  a  .uarter  if  i  would  go.  rather  also  urged  it,  but  without  avail. 
Than  Alex  raised  his  bribe  to  fifty  cents,  which  was  an  extravagant 
thing  for  him  to  do.  1  3tarnly  refused  to  consider  any  inducements 
whatsoever.  x  do  not  think  any  monitery  consideration  could  have 
bought  me  off.  **onay  meant  nothing  compared  with  that  fishing* 
oncla  Alex  might  have  had  his  price,  but  not  io 


Alexander  ^cClue,  Ilka  his  brother  Thomas,  was  an  industrious 
man,  out  hs  was  notaverse  to  letting  his  work  .'.ait  now  and  then  while 
he  enjoyed  himself  at  his  favorite  sport.  was  a  man  of  <iuick  and 

keen  judgment.  in  a  business  deal  he  was  shrewd,  cautious  and  not 
ova.  scrupulous.  Aie  had  the  reputation  of  being  an  expert  judge  of 
livestock,  he  could  guess  the  weight  of  an  animal  almost  to  the  exact 
pound.  Aie  had  a  grasping  disposition,  and  held  fast  to  what  he  got, 
and  thus  accumulated  considerable  property.  **e  owned  a  good  farm  a 
few  miles  north  of  Angola  on  the  Angola-Frem'ont  road.  ’hat  was  his 
hom?  until  late  in  life  when  he  sold  the  paloe  and  bought  a  snail 
one  on  the  outskirts  of  Angola,  where  he  spent  his  last  days. 


Altho*  a  man  of  sob^r  habits,  he  wa;  naturally  sensual  by  na  ure* 
&e  could  be  extremely  vulgar  of  speech  in  banter  with  other  men. 
was  decidsly  extroverted,  ^ne  might  call  him  an  instinctive  type. 

Still  he  often  revealed  some  of  his  mother’s  intuitiveness.  Always 
restless  and  ill  at  ease,  he  was  tireless  in  action  and  seemingly 
never  satisfied  with  waht  be  had  or  the  situation  in  which  he  found 
himself.  ue  was  optimistic,  thoroughly  selfish,  self-reliant,  dis¬ 
trustful  of  others  even  to  the  point  of  considering  all  men  guilty 
until  they  were  proven  innocent,  given  to  sharp  practices  when  he  was 
certain  to  get  away  with  them,  and  above  all,  ’willful  and  independent, 
Fina;ly,  ha  was  tempermental ,  vacillating  between  moods  of  congeniality 
and  mean-sptii tednass . 


Charles  i^cClue,  the  fourth  son,  and  the  flower  of  the  family,  v as 
born  Jacember  27,  1342,  and  died  in  Angola,  Indiana,  at  the  home  of 
his  son,  ^aurice,  February  22,  1920.  “a  was  married  on  ° uly  2,  1377, 
to  ^ra.  4,1ary  willsi,  twin  sister  to  Helen,  wife  of  Jhomas  lucClue* 

Mary  Farmham  was  born  April  31,  134b,  and  died  at  their  farm  home 
five  miles  north  of  angola  November  13,  1914.  ohe  w as  originally 
married  to  Henry  li.  V/illis,  ,u t  divorced  him.  .hare  were  two  daughters 
by  that  marriage,  '-ne,  dstella  ./illis,  married  L.  D.  Creel  and  left 
two  children,  Cecil  and  June.  The  second,  Elizabeth,  married  John 
Cavin  of  Washington,  0.  C.  ,  and  had  two  sons,  fo  Cahries  and  *-ary 
licClue  were  born  three  children.  Maurice  was  born  **ay  5,  1378,  3elle 
was  born  February  29,  1380,  and  died  in  California  .  ebruary  3,  1941. 

She  married  Claude  hear  and  lived  some  years  in  Jenver,  where  her 
husband  died,  hha  left  a  daughter,  named  Agnes.  John  Jay  was  born 
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Hi.- ast,  13,  L382 ,  and  died  in  California, 
married  a  ^essis  dorr  01  ranch  bounty, 
Jhase  three  children,  together 


.  1 1  h 

•  1  wa 


o3ti  etr.o  :•  5,  1934.  re 
“i  chi  /  an,  and  left  two  daughter  a 
two  lilts  step-dan  hters ,  mad  a 


ap 


i  ar  lea  ~c0  lue '  .3  ham i  1  y . 


a.aurice  .  cCleiv  v who  be  it  noted  has  changed  *  he  spelling  of  the 
name  .y.-ninj  married  -ora  Herd  in  191V.  They  have  no  children.  .  au rice 
s t'.idied  law,  and  has  been  practicing'  the  profession  i or  t  irty-tive 
vears*  in  Angola.  As  a  young  lawyer,  he  served  one  term  in  the  Indiana 
"agi stature.  For  several  vears  ha  has  sen  president  of  the  leading 
bark,  of  the  town ,  and  withal  one  of  vh?  foremost  citizens  of  the 
community.  ue  has  Ion.  been  noted  in  that  locality  for  hi  a  integrity, 
^e  has  achieved  the  rather*  unique  distinction  of  being  an  able  lawyer 
and  an  honest  man. 


Charles  ^cClue  was  the  only  menber  of  Grandfather's  family  who 
acquired  any  formal  education  above  the  three  Hs.  ue  attended  the 
Academy  at  the  village  of  ^rland,  where  he  received  the  equivalent  of 
a  hi*:  h  school  course  of  instruction.  Altho1  that  course  would  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  meager  one  today,  it  served  to  awaken  in  him  an  abiding 
intellectual  interest.  After  teaching  country  school  for  a  few  terms, 
he  settled  down  to  firming  for  allife-long  occupation,  Successful 
farmer  that  he  was,  his  role  in  life  was  certainly  miscast,  his  proper 
place  would  have  been  in  one  of  the  learned  professions,  preferably,  i 
think,  in  a  professorial  position  on  a  university  faculty  among  men  of 
intellectual  interests  and  ability  similar  to  his  own.  ^ad  he  not  been 
reared  in  an  isolated  are  under  primitve  condi  t  ons  that  precluded  con¬ 
tacts  with  those  influences  that  shape  man  for  intellectual  careers,  he 
would  probably  have  found  a  place  for  which  nature  had  fitted  him.  with, 
his  Alert,  logical,  analytical  mind  and  unusually  retentive  memory,  ha 
might  well  have  adorned  the  field  of  science,  philosophy  or  literature 
had  he  once  been  introduced  to  the  world  of  scholarship.  >s  it  was, 
he  grew  up  remote  form  that  world  of  his  day,  hence  he  never  found  his 
proper  metier,  and  so  wasted  his  talent  on  the  desert  air  of  a  farming 
community  unacquainted  with  and  uninterested  in  the  things  that  de¬ 
lighted  his  soul. 


self  told 
"  'The  uady 
Tennyson , 
wri t ers . 
of  literature 
acres  in  the 


was  dependant  upon  his  own  resources.  His  love  and 
English  literature ,  especially  the  poets,  was  very  * reat 


If  homas  found  joy  in  work.  i.;d  Alexander  in  fishing,  Charles 
found  it  '  n  reading,  fie  could  easily  lose  himsel:  in  a  book,  and  for¬ 
get  all  about  his  workT  ^e  read  widely  and  as  'wall  as  the  limited 
facilities  at  his  command  would  allow.  Mo puolic  libraries  ware  avail 
able,  sence  h 

knowledge  of  _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _  . _ 

and  . 1 ■  Hog  ether  exceptional  for  a  layman.  He  used  many  odd  moments  to 
store  his  c*irr,  with  the  ems  of  literature,  for  instance,  as  ha  him- 
ine ,  he  learned  oy  heart  the  whole  of  fir  '-Valter  Scott's 
of  The  Lake."  while  churl ng.  ~e  knew  much  of  Sums, 

**11  ton,  Shakespeare  and  numerous  timer  English  and  American 
fact,  he  had  an  intimate  knowledge  of  a  vary  vide  range 
x  do  not  exaggerate  when  1  say  that  umorv  rny 
4 field  )f  English  and  American  literature  in  colic- e  ana 


i  n  t  - 


' 
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university  circles,  i  have  never  round  a  single  taaouer  who  had  a  more 
thoro  knowledge  and  real  appreciation  of  the  subject  that  did  ^nele 
Charles.  Altho'  self-taught,  he  was  the  peer  or  any  when  it  came  to 
a  mind  stored  with  literature  which  could  be  oalled  to  memory  at  willc 

~ls  keen  and  sensitive  mind  quickly  penetrated  to  the  essence  of 
human'  character,  '“‘e  had  also  some  of  his  Mother’s  intui ti veneas  in 
this  respect.  The'  peculiarities  and  foibles  of  individuals  always 
impressed  and  amused  h3m.  Xie  was  clever  at  imitating  persons.  with, 
a  motion,  an  attitude,  a  word,  a  tone  of  voice  or  a  facial  expression, 
he  could  so  characterize  or  caricature  them  as  to  present  then  seem¬ 
ingly  in  person. 

hike  most  of  his  father's  sons  and  daughters,  he  was  a  religious 
skeptic.  Being  a  thoroly  tational  individual,  he  could  find  no  basis 
for  faith.  To  believe  where  one  could  not  prove  was  to  him  Infantile, 
tils  agnosticism  was  that  of  most  modern  scientists.  rightly  saw 

no  necessary  connection  between  religion  and  morals.  'His  great 
integrity  and  high  moral  principles  required  no  sanctions  beyond  their 
pragmatic  worth. 

Proud,  independent,  resourceful,  bearing  his  own  burdens  without 
cowwtatnt  and  glided  by  the  clear  light  of  his  own  mind,  Charles  Mo- 
Clue  lived  out  his  day3  on  the  soil  and  in  the  locality  where  he  was 
born,  whereas  nature  had  endowed  for  him  larger  and  more  useful  things « 

Truman  B.  MoClue,  grandfather's  third  son,  was  the  adventurer  of 
the  family.  As  a  young  man,  he  left  the  farm  to  dark  in  a  store  in 
Angola  and  then  for  a  short  time  to  enter  a  business  partnership  thereo 
He  had  the  reputation  of  being  too  free  handed  to  succeed  as  a  merchanto 
He  is  reported  to  have  sown  some  wild  oats  in  those  days. 

His  Angola  cronies  were  a  pretty  rough  set,  given  to  hard  drinking 
and  other  dissipations,  and  Truman  was  a  good  fellow  among  them.  Several 
of  his  youthful  associates  i  knew  when  they  were  old  men  and  they  still 
lived  up  to  their  eariy  reputations,  whether  before  ar  after  hie  Angola 
days,  i  am  not  certain,  but  when  he  was  a  young,  restless  chap,  he  spent 
a  winter  or  two  cutting  logs  in  the  lumber  caps  of  Michigan,  whioh 
were  then  flourishing.  The  camps  were  manned  o y  as  rough  and  ready  a 
lot  of  men  as  could  be  found  anywhere,  ft  was  a  tough  life  for  the 
tnderfoot  who  chanced  to  find  himself  in  one  of  them,  bat  Truman, 
according  to  all  reports,  was  able  to  hold  his  own  in  such  company. 

His  associate!  in  Angola  and  the  lumber  camps  war©  not  such  as  encoura. e 
upright  and  sober  habits  in  th9ir  paLs,  but  Truman  evidently  knew 
where  to  draw  the  line  for  himself,  hence  he  recovered  from  those 
influences  when  once  away  from  them  and  became  a  steady  and  worth-’ 
man  in  all  respects. 

Truman  was  born  in  bteuben  County,  Indiana,  *-ay  20,  1840.  The 
date  of  his  death  at  Lansboro,  Carroll  County,  lowa,  was  February  19, 
1905.  Hig  wife  was  Elizabeth  Amanda  Covert,  whom  he  met  and  married 


« 


in  Iowa.  She  was  born  in  Johnson  County,  Indiana,  October  13,  1345* 
and  died  at  uansboro,  Carroll  County,  lowa,  December  27,  1914.  They 
were  married  in  cnton  County,  ‘owa,  January  1,  1871.  -hey  had  two 
sons,  Charles  Tnnest  and  Byron  Truman,  Charles  was  born  in  Carroll 
County,  iowa,  •'uly  5,  1374*.  ^e  married  Ida  Launspack,  February  7, 

1900.*  bhe  was  born  in  Dubuque  County,  lowa,  September  10,  1838,  and 
died  at  -Canesboro,  lowa,  Janu  ry  1,  1939.  To  Charles  and  his  wife 
three  children  were  born.  Jyron  C.  McClue  who  was  born  in  Carroll 
County,  October  14  ,  1900;  liable  Mcttikue .  who  was  born  in  Carroll 
County,  July  25,  1902,  and  died  there  on  April  6,  1931;  and  Warren  To 
MoClue,  who  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  February  19,  1908*  Charles 
lives  on  his  father’s  old  farm  at  nanesboroo 

3yron  c.  J^cClue,  cncle  Truman’s  second  son,  was  ora  in  Carroll 
County*,  lowa,  ''ctober  25,  1876.  ue  married  hmma  E.  Dowling,  of  Jerauld 
County,  couth  Dakota,  February  16,  1904.  £>he  was  born  in  *»odaway 
County,  idissiour,  January  10,  1883.  They  have  four  children,  Gillian*, 
^oy  ^oClue,  born  in  Jones  County,  Couth  Dakota,  wctober  15,  1907;  ^ari on 
June  AicClue^  born  in  Carroll  County,  J,owa,  June  21,  1909;  Truman  Eugene 
iAcClue,  born  in  Carroll  County,  July  28,  1911,  and  Delmar  Covert  feoCLue* 
born  in  Carroll  County,  "ovember  15,  1915,  constitute  Byron’s  famiiyo 
He  li  es  on  a  farm  near  cli-dden,  iowa.> 

Altho1  Truman  -*cClue  was  of  military  age  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  he  did  not  enlist,  nor  for  that  matter,  did  any  of  his  brothers, 
why  none  answered  the  call  to  arms,  l  have  never  been  able  to  learn. 

All  the  i^cC lue s  were  loyal  unionists  with  strong  abolitionist  leanings, 
but  not  a  man  of  them  volunteered  or  ?/as  drafted  for  the  army*  At  the 
close  of  the  -war  the  west  offered  great  attractions  to  young  men-.  The 
Homestead  Act  had  opened  a  vaat  public  domain  to  settlement.  Free  land 
was  to  be  had  for  the  taking,  and  Truman  went  after  some  of  It.  hi  a 
sons  say  that  he  went  to  lowa,  as  near  as  they  can  now  determine,  in 
1867.  H©  first  stopped  in  Benton  County,  but  soon  pushed  on  west  (to 
near  the  kissiouri  Kiver,  where  he  took  up  land  in  Carroll  County* 

There  he  stayed  and  in  time  acquired  tow  or  three  tsaefcs  of  as  fine 
land  as  that  state  affords.  The  early  years  were  hard  one  for  him  as 
for  most  pioneers,  but  he  weathered  the  storms  and  failures  and  became 
a  verv  prosperous  farmer* 

in  1901  the  Great  Northern  Kailway  was  built  from  Council  Bluffs 
on  the  Liissiour  Kiver  across  lowa  into  the  northwest,  it  ran  thru  one 
of  uncle  Truman's  farms,  and  a  boom  town  "as  started  there,  in  October 3 
1902,  l  stopped  off  for  a  visiti  with  uncle  Truman  and  Family  in  return¬ 
ing  Fiast  f&om  a  convention  which  i  had  attended  at  umaha*  i  was  taken 
to  see  the  new  town.  At  station8  water-tank,  railway  siding,  stock-pens, 
a  grain  elevator,  tow  or  three  shops,  a  lumber  yard,  and  a  few  houses 
constituted  the  development.  -L>ota  were  selling  ror  other  homes  and 
business  sites,  and  these  was  talk  of  a  sizeable  city  rising  there  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years.  Altho1  not  carried  away  with  the  prospects 
uncle  Truman  had  some  dreams  of  making  a  small  fortune  for  the  sale 
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of  town  lots,  however,  -^anesboro,  as  the  plave  was  called,  did  not  coma 
to  much  in  the  and;  there  was  nothing  to  oall  into  existence  a  large 
population.  As  a  shipping  point  for  farm  products  from  a  limited  area 
and  a  distribution  center  for  a  few  farm  supplies  it  was  a  sound  pro¬ 
ject,  but  there  was  nothing  else  on  which  to  build  a  town,  Tfcday, 
•^anesboro  is  a  little  hamlet  of  less  than  300  people,  only  slightly 
larger  than  when  i  saw  it.  xf  great  riches  failed  to  fall  Into  Truman's 
hands  from  the  sale  of  building  sites,  the  value  of  hla  farm  waa,  never¬ 
theless,  considerably  enhanced  bv  the  development  and  the  railway 
facili ties. 


d.u,ite  naturally  families  grow  particulary  fond  of  their  absent 
members.  That  Was  the  xase  with  respect  to  Truman,  the  one  mender  of 
Grandfather's  family  who  lived  in  a  far  distant  sta'e.  T6  his  father 
and  mother  and  to  a  lesser  degree  to  his  brothers  and  sisters  in  Indiana* 
he  was  the  much  beloved  absent  soneand  brother.  To  his  several  joung 
nephews  and  nieces,  he  was  always  the  best  beloved  uncle  and  great  and 
wonderful  man.  we  saw  him  rarely,  often  only  at  intervals  of  two  or 
three  years,  western  Iowa  was  a  very  long  distance  wway  in  those  days, 
^ournesy  across  the  Mississippi  were  not  lightly  undertaken  then,  even 
when  families  could  afford  the  cost,  which  most  of  the  Indiana  clan 
could  not.  oo  we  saw  our  uncle  only  when  he  came  back  to  visitlus. 
i'hat  was  in  those  days  a  winter  event  to  which  we  might  look  forward, 
for  it  was  only  in  the  winter  when  the  press  of  farm  work  was  light  ihat 
he  could  get  away,  whenever  he  came,  the  McClu.es  would  forgather  in  a 
round  of  family  reunions.  it  would  be  one  day  at  Grandfather’s  and 
several  others  at  time  premitted  at  one  or  another  of  our  uncle's  homes. 
The  half  dozen  families  that  constituted  the  clan  would  vie  with  one 
another  for  the  homor  <Sf  hailing  the  reunion.  i'or  the  you*g  nephews  and 
nieces  those  reunions  were  memorable  occasions.  The  great  dinners  with 
oyster  stews,  chicken  pot-pies,  jams  and  Jellies,  mince  and  pumpkin  pies* 
oakes  and  all  the  other  rich  viands  that  farm  folks  of  those  days  could 
bring  forth  from  their  ample  store  houses  were  feasts  never  to  be  for¬ 
gotten  by  those  of  us  who  enjoyed  them.  But  the  center  of  interest  for 
old  and  young  alike  was  the  visiting  uncle.  We  youngsters  rather 
resented  his  being  monopolized  by  the  elders  on  those  occasionso  l 
think  we  children  all  idolized  him,  looking  upon  him  with  our  minds 
filled  with  the  lore  of  the  Great  West  so  full  of  romance  and  wonder 
for  the  youth  of  that  time,  as  one  from  another  world,  a  hero  from  the 
lend  far  beyond  the  great  Mississippi. 

Truman  was  a  true  son  of  hhe  McClue  clan  in  majiy  respects,  v/hile 
In  some  ways  he  was  a  feviant  type,  in  appearance  he  did  not  much 
resemble  his  brothers;  being  very  dark  in  skin  and  hair  color. 
always  wore  a  heavy  black  mustache,  while  his  brothers  wore  beards. 

His  Mustache  and  shaggy  eye  brows  gave  a  rather  striking  appearance. 

He  had,  however,  the  same  intensity  of  purpose  and  action  as  his  brothers. 
One  expression  of  that  characteristic  was  his  smoking  habito  mq  became 
in  inveterate  cigar  smoker,  and  it  is  presumed  that  this  habit  was 
either  the  primary  cause  or  a  contributory  factor  in  his  death.  Me 
developed  a  paralysis  of  the  throat  similar  to  that  which  killed 
General  U.  3.  Grant,  another  incessant  cigar  smoker.  To  this  paralysis 
he  succumued. 
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un  oepterober  25,  1512,  i  married  Florence  Anna  r.ohutt,  of 
Cincinnati,  Chio.  «v®  want  immediately  to  bcarsdale,  ^ew  Aork:,  where 
I  became  pa3tor  of  the  Greenville , Communi ty  church,  from  there  we 
went  to  ^he  Grandview  Heights  Community  Church,  of  Columbus,  Wiio,  and 
in  1915  to  Gainesville,  :loriia,  where  I  became  Professor  of  Sociology 
and  t'oiitical  science  in  th9  University  of  Florida,  At  the  close  of 
World  War  I,  in  the  spring  of  1920,  1  accepted  a  professorship  of 
sociology  at  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College  at  Amherst,  nhile 
ther  our  daughter,  Elizabeth  Florence,  was  born,  ohe  came  into  the 
world  in  Cincinnati,  Chip,  on  August  10,  1923.  it  was  hers  Grandfather 
Sims*  eightieth  birthday,  in  September,  1924,  we  moved  to  cberlln, 

Ohio,  where  I  had  been  called  to  the  headship  of  the  .department  of 
Sociology  of  uberlin  College,  after  twenty  years  of  servine  in  that 
position,  i  was  made  emeritus  professor  arid  rs tired  in  Lhe  fall  <5f  1944o 

y  Father  lived  with  me  after  we  camie  to  uberlin  until  his  death 
Dec?rnber  30,  1933,  in  his  nine ty-firs t  year,  with  his  passing  went 
the  last  member  of  Grandfather  iicClue ' a  family.  There  are,  however, 
at  least  three  and  perhaps  four  secceeding  generations  now  on  the 
scene  to  carry  on. 
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